Integration of palliative care in treatment pathways, palliative care networks and institutional collaborations in health services delivery seems to be a promising approach to reduce fragmentation and discontinuity. Integrated Palliative Care (IPC) approaches in Europe are largely unknown and under-investigated. Evidence is largely based on evaluation of individual services and proxy views. More research is needed to explore experiences of patients, however national ethical requirements complicate doing prospective patient studies in palliative care. Patient studies at international scale that must fulfil ethical requirements of several countries are even more complicated. Therefore it is necessary to develop a patient study protocol which can be implemented in five European countries.
